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Patterns and repetition in stories
Text set ID TTA-TS-038

How we express ourselves Form · Function Thinking · Communication

SUGGESTED PYP CONNECTION

How we express ourselves

How repeated structures help readers predict, remember, participate, and make meaning.

INQUIRY QUESTION

What does repetition help a reader notice or predict?

HOW TO USE THIS TEXT SET

Use the set to compare chains, cumulative structures, repeated episodes, refrains, and circular returns.

POSSIBLE STUDENT ACTION / REFLECTION

Mark exactly what repeats and what changes in two books, then explain what the pattern helps the reader
anticipate.

POSITIONING

Use this as a flexible connection within the school’s own programme of inquiry. This companion does not prescribe a PYP unit or
replace the school’s planning. TumbleTA is an independent resource and is not produced, endorsed, or approved by the International
Baccalaureate Organization.



Text set ID TTA-TS-038

Patterns and repetition in stories — six books, repeat
and change

six in sequence Grades K–2 TL04–TL09 where levelled 34 min listening

8 books in the collection

You are the teacher.

You know your students and what they need today.

Use what works. Change what doesn’t. Make it yours.

Students compare verified repetitive, cumulative, and circular structures rather than collecting books that

happen to contain a refrain. The sequence moves from a familiar chain to accumulating action,

patterned chase, collaborative cumulative tale, repeated problem episodes, and a circular return.

The question that runs through all six

What does repetition help a reader notice or predict?

Standards status

This curated reading sequence is not itself a region-specific standards claim. Review the documentary

status on any linked lesson plan.

The sequence

TumbleTA · Text Set

Repeated language, accumulating characters, recurring episodes, and circular returns make

structure visible.



1 Start here.

The Farmer in the Dell
Book ID 7310

Traditional

Gr K Poetry 2 min

The familiar chain-song adds one participant at a time and ends with a circular

return. It offers the clearest oral pattern for naming what repeats and what

changes.

Ask What can you predict after hearing two links in the chain?

2 Now let the pattern grow.

One Duck Stuck
Book ID 6481

Phyllis Root

Gr K-2 Concept / Wordless TL04 440L 6 min

One marsh animal after another joins the attempt to free a duck. It makes

accumulation affect the problem: repeated help eventually becomes enough.

Ask What changes each time the pattern repeats, and when does that change

matter?

3 Now repeat it under pressure.

Marsupial Sue Presents: The Runaway Pancake
Book ID 6351

John Lithgow

Gr K-3 Fairy Tale / Folktale TL07 12 min

A runaway pancake repeats a boast while passing a growing series of pursuers. It

uses repetition to build confidence, expectation, and a final reversal.

Ask How does the repeated song change once the outcome no longer

matches the boast?

https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=7310
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=6481
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=6351


4 Now build the pattern together.

The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred
Book ID 8009

Samantha R. Vamos

Gr K-3 Fairy Tale / Folktale NP0L 4 min

A bilingual cumulative tale adds animals, ingredients, and actions toward a shared

dish. It connects pattern with collaboration, language learning, and a completed

communal result.

Ask How does each repeated addition help the reader hold the whole cooking

sequence?

5 Now repeat the problem, not the answer.

Mud Puddle
Book ID 4201

Robert Munsch

Gr K-3 Humor TL09 510L 6 min

A child faces the mud puddle through repeated encounters and changing

solutions. It contrasts cumulative addition with episodic repetition in which the

response changes.

Ask What stays the same in each encounter, and what does Jool-Anne

revise?

6 End by putting it together.

Uncle Wally's Old Brown Shoe
Book ID 6638

Wallace Edwards

Gr K-3 Concept / Wordless TL08 AD460L 4 min

An old shoe begins a cumulative chain that loops through dreamlike events and

returns to the shoe. It combines accumulation with circular structure, requiring

students to track both forward sequence and return.

Ask How does the ending make the beginning mean something new?

Also in the collection

https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=8009
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=4201
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=6638


The Wheels on the Bus

Book ID 6605 Traditional

Its repeated motions and refrains are highly accessible, but missing catalogue grade data makes

it better as a teacher-selected oral-language extension.

Retro Radio Rainbow

Book ID 7916 Aaron Zevy

The repeated colour-identification frame supports prediction, but its concept-book purpose is

narrower than the story structures in the core.

Teaching this set

Mark both the repetition and the change.

Tell students that repetition can do more than make a book easy to join. It can mark sequence, increase

tension, invite prediction, show accumulation, or return a story to its beginning. Read the six in order: Start

here. Now let the pattern grow. Now repeat it under pressure. Now build the pattern together. Now repeat

the problem, not the answer. End by putting it together. Choose two different structures. What does

repetition let the reader predict in each, and what important change would be missed if we noticed only

the repeated words?

Titles, authors, grade bands, levels, run times and covers are drawn from the TumbleBookLibrary catalogue. Book-title links open

the catalogue title. Where supplied lessons exist, lesson links open directly online.

https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=6605
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Directlink.aspx?P=books&U=TumbleTA&bookid=7916


