TumbleTA 6-12 - TEXT-BASED LESSON
BATCH 09 - 9-10 - LESSON 171

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Mark Twain

What does Huck’s final refusal to be ‘sivilized’ reveal about what he
still wants at the end of the novel?

CONTENT NOTE - Historical racist language and racial stereotypes; slavery and violence.
TOTAL TIME

PASSAGE

30 minutes Freedom is legal; sivilizing still feels like a trap

FIND THE ANCHOR TEXT
Use the Anchor Text Table of Contents in the Enhanced Reader to open the START anchor. Then
use the dropdown to select the END anchor.

SECTION / LOCATION Chapter THE LAST

START Tom’s most well now, and got his bullet around his neck on a
watch-guard for a watch, and is always seeing what time it is

END But I reckon | got to light out for the Territory ahead of the rest,
because Aunt Sally she’s going to adopt me and sivilize me, and |
can’t stand it. | been there before.

PASSAGE ID sec-hf-01

THE MOVE
Read an ending as a final statement of character values

WHY THIS PASSAGE

The final chapter places two forms of social authority beside each other. Jim is revealed to have been
legally free while Huck immediately plans to escape Aunt Sally’s respectable project of 'sivilizing' him.
The juxtaposition lets students ask what kinds of social rules Huck has learned to distrust and what
he has not yet learned to name clearly.
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MARK

Underline the lines explaining that Jim had already been legally freed. Circle Huck’s comments about
Tom'’s upbringing and Aunt Sally’s plan to 'sivilize' him. In the margin, note what each social rule
claims to be doing for the person it controls.

NOTICE
» What changes once Huck learns Jim was legally free all along?

* What does Huck still treat as threatening in Aunt Sally’s respectable plan for him?

* How does the ending connect freedom with Huck’s continuing suspicion of social control?

THINK
Answer provisionally: What does Huck’s final refusal to be ‘sivilized’ reveal about what he still wants
at the end of the novel? Choose the strongest interpretation you can defend from this passage alone.

WRITE

Write a short evidence-based response to: What does Huck’s final refusal to be ‘sivilized’ reveal
about what he still wants at the end of the novel? Use at least two details from the assigned passage
and explain how they support your interpretation.

CLOSE
Name the single detail that most changed or sharpened your interpretation, and explain why.

STRONG ANSWER Huck's final refusal shows that he still values movement, self-direction,
and distance from institutions that define improvement as control.
Even after everything he has learned, being 'sivilized' still sounds like
confinement to him.

EVIDENCE Use the final plan to light out for the Territory, Aunt Sally's
adoption/sivilizing plan, and 'l been there before.’

WATCH FOR Do not import the old Chapter | comparison. This rebuilt lesson must
stand on the final passage itself.

SOLO Read the exact passage independently.

SUPPORTED Use narration and sentence highlighting while reading the same
passage.

LISTENING Listen to the exact passage; visual following is optional. Same

guestion and evidence demand.
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STUDENT PAGE - SAME PASSAGE, SAME THINKING
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Mark Twain

What does Huck’s final refusal to be ‘sivilized’ reveal about what he
still wants at the end of the novel?

START ANCHOR Tom’s most well now, and got his bullet around his neck on a
watch-guard for a watch, and is always seeing what time it is

END ANCHOR But | reckon I got to light out for the Territory ahead of the rest,
because Aunt Sally she’s going to adopt me and sivilize me, and |
can’'t stand it. | been there before.

Use the Anchor Text Table of Contents in the Enhanced Reader to open the START anchor. Then
use the dropdown to select the END anchor.

OPEN THE MARKED PASSAGE IN TUMBLELIT
SOLO: read independently. SUPPORTED: use narration + highlighting. LISTENING: listen to the
exact passage. The question and evidence task stay the same.

1. MARK - Underline the lines explaining that Jim had already been legally freed. Circle Huck’s
comments about Tom’s upbringing and Aunt Sally’s plan to 'sivilize' him. In the margin, note what
each social rule claims to be doing for the person it controls.

2. NOTICE - What changes once Huck learns Jim was legally free all along? What does Huck still
treat as threatening in Aunt Sally’s respectable plan for him? How does the ending connect
freedom with Huck’s continuing suspicion of social control?

3. THINK - Answer provisionally: What does Huck'’s final refusal to be ‘sivilized’ reveal about what
he still wants at the end of the novel?

4. WRITE - Write a short response using at least two pieces of evidence from this passage.

Use evidence from the assigned passage. Show what you noticed and how the text supports your
interpretation.
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