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TumbleTA 6-12 · TEXT-BASED LESSON

BATCH 09 · 9-10 · LESSON 173

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Mark Twain

Why does Huck describe helping Jim as damnation at the moment the
reader sees it as his strongest moral choice?
CONTENT NOTE · Historical racist language and racial stereotypes; slavery and violence.

TOTAL TIME

PASSAGE

30 minutes

I'll go to hell

FIND THE ANCHOR TEXT

Use the Anchor Text Table of Contents in the Enhanced Reader to open the START anchor. Then

use the dropdown to select the END anchor.

SECTION / LOCATION Chapter XXXI

START It was a close place. I took it up, and held it in my hand.

END “All right, then, I’ll go to hell”—and tore it up.

PASSAGE ID sec-hf-03

THE MOVE

Read a moral decision against the moral system that produced it

WHY THIS PASSAGE

Huck believes helping Jim is morally wrong because the society that formed his conscience tells him

so. When he tears up the letter and accepts damnation, the reader sees a moral victory expressed

through the language of moral failure.

MARK

Underline the reasons Huck gives for believing he should turn Jim in. Circle the memories of Jim that

interrupt that reasoning. Star the sentence in which Huck chooses what he thinks is sin.
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NOTICE

•  What moral system is Huck using when he calls helping Jim wrong?

•  Which lived experiences challenge that system?

•  Why does the reader judge the decision differently from Huck?

THINK

Answer provisionally: Why does Huck describe helping Jim as damnation at the moment the reader

sees it as his strongest moral choice? Choose the strongest interpretation you can defend from this

passage alone.

WRITE

Write a short evidence-based response to: Why does Huck describe helping Jim as damnation at the

moment the reader sees it as his strongest moral choice? Use at least two details from the assigned

passage and explain how they support your interpretation.

CLOSE

Name the single detail that most changed or sharpened your interpretation, and explain why.

STRONG ANSWER Huck calls the choice damnation because his inherited conscience

labels helping Jim sinful, while the reader sees loyalty and humanity.

The scene exposes a moral system capable of making the right action

feel wrong.

EVIDENCE Use Huck's reasons for turning Jim in, memories of Jim, the letter, and

the 'go to hell' decision.

WATCH FOR Do not say Huck knowingly chooses good over evil. He believes he is

choosing evil; that is the point of the moral irony.

SOLO Read the exact passage independently.

SUPPORTED Use narration and sentence highlighting while reading the same

passage.

LISTENING Listen to the exact passage; visual following is optional. Same

question and evidence demand.
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STUDENT PAGE · SAME PASSAGE, SAME THINKING

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Mark Twain

Why does Huck describe helping Jim as damnation at the moment the
reader sees it as his strongest moral choice?

START ANCHOR It was a close place. I took it up, and held it in my hand.

END ANCHOR “All right, then, I’ll go to hell”—and tore it up.

Use the Anchor Text Table of Contents in the Enhanced Reader to open the START anchor. Then

use the dropdown to select the END anchor.

OPEN THE MARKED PASSAGE IN TUMBLELIT

SOLO: read independently. SUPPORTED: use narration + highlighting. LISTENING: listen to the

exact passage. The question and evidence task stay the same.

1.  MARK - Underline the reasons Huck gives for believing he should turn Jim in. Circle the

memories of Jim that interrupt that reasoning. Star the sentence in which Huck chooses what he

thinks is sin.

2.  NOTICE - What moral system is Huck using when he calls helping Jim wrong? Which lived

experiences challenge that system?

Why does the reader judge the decision differently from Huck?

3.  THINK - Answer provisionally: Why does Huck describe helping Jim as damnation at the

moment the reader sees it as his strongest moral choice?

4.  WRITE - Write a short response using at least two pieces of evidence from this passage.

Use evidence from the assigned passage. Show what you noticed and how the text supports your

interpretation.


