TumbleTA 6-12 - TEXT-BASED LESSON
BATCH 10 - 11-12 - LESSON 198

Moby Dick

Herman Melville

Why is Ishmael saved by an object designed for death?
TOTAL TIME

PASSAGE

30 minutes The coffin becomes a life-buoy

FIND THE ANCHOR TEXT
Use the Anchor Text Table of Contents in the Enhanced Reader to open the START anchor. Then
use the dropdown to select the END anchor.

SECTION / LOCATION Epilogue
START The drama’s done. Why then here does any one step forth?—Because one did survive the
wreck. END only found another orphan.

PASSAGE ID sec-md-04

THE MOVE
Reverse an object's meaning through circumstance

WHY THIS PASSAGE

Queequeg'’s coffin was built for anticipated death, then converted into a life-buoy that keeps Ishmael
alive. Circumstance reverses the object’s function so completely that death’s container becomes the
means of survival.

MARK

Underline the coffin’s original purpose. Circle the sequence that changes its practical function after
the Pequod sinks. Star the exact reversal where the object designed for death supports life.

NOTICE
* What meaning does the coffin carry before the disaster?

* What physical properties allow that meaning to change?

page 1



* Why is survival by coffin more thematically powerful than survival by an ordinary piece of
wreckage?

THINK

Answer provisionally: Why is Ishmael saved by an object designed for death? Choose the strongest
interpretation you can defend from this passage alone.

WRITE
Write a short evidence-based response to: Why is Ishmael saved by an object designed for death?
Use at least two details from the assigned passage and explain how they support your interpretation.

CLOSE
Name the single detail that most changed or sharpened your interpretation, and explain why.

STRONG ANSWER The coffin changes meaning because circumstance changes function.
An object built in anticipation of death becomes buoyant material that
keeps Ishmael alive, turning memorial preparation into survival
technology.

EVIDENCE Use the coffin's original purpose, its conversion to a life-buoy, and
Ishmael's survival on it.

WATCH FOR Do not stop at irony. Explain how physical function allows symbolic
meaning to reverse.

SOLO Read the exact passage independently.

SUPPORTED Use narration and sentence highlighting while reading the same
passage.

LISTENING Listen to the exact passage; visual following is optional. Same

guestion and evidence demand.

STUDENT PAGE - SAME PASSAGE, SAME THINKING
Moby Dick

Herman Melville

Why is Ishmael saved by an object designed for death?
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START ANCHOR The drama’s done. Why then here does any one step
forth?—Because one did survive the wreck.

END ANCHOR only found another orphan.

Use the Anchor Text Table of Contents in the Enhanced Reader to open the START anchor. Then
use the dropdown to select the END anchor.

OPEN THE MARKED PASSAGE IN TUMBLELIT
SOLO: read independently. SUPPORTED: use narration + highlighting. LISTENING: listen to the
exact passage. The question and evidence task stay the same.

1. MARK - Underline the coffin’s original purpose. Circle the sequence that changes its practical
function after the Pequod sinks.

Star the exact reversal where the object designed for death supports life.

2. NOTICE - What meaning does the coffin carry before the disaster? What physical properties
allow that meaning to change? Why is survival by coffin more thematically powerful than survival
by an ordinary piece of wreckage?

3. THINK - Answer provisionally: Why is Ishmael saved by an object designed for death?
4. WRITE - Write a short response using at least two pieces of evidence from this passage.

Use evidence from the assigned passage. Show what you noticed and how the text supports your
interpretation.
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