TumbleTA - Text Set

Books, Reading and Libraries

Letters, wordplay, reading choices, library use, access, and community action show what books can
do beyond a single story.

6 core books Grades 1-4 Revised after catalogue audit

You are the teacher.

You know your students and what they need today. Use what works. Change what doesn't. Make it yours.

Teaching purpose

Students examine books and libraries as tools, places, habits, and community resources. The sequence begins with the
language and physical space of a library, moves through playful reading and reading choices, then asks what a library is for
and why access to books can matter to a whole community.

Recommended grade band
Grades 1-4

The Big Question

What makes books and libraries useful to a community?

Source and confidence boundary

Core title IDs, authors, formats, and reading levels shown here were rechecked against the updated Book_List.xIsx. Descriptive framing was
tightened during this audit; where the catalogue does not provide a reading level, none is invented.
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Before reading

Ask students to name things people do with books besides finish a story: browse, choose, learn, laugh, recommend, borrow,
return, share, organize, and act on ideas.

Core reading sequence

ENTER THE ABC Letters in the Library
LIBRARY

Book ID 4138 - Bonnie Farmer - Story Book - Reading level 2.7
Why it belongs: An alphabetic tour introduces library-related words and spaces through playful language.
Unique contribution: It gives the set a concrete place and vocabulary before the larger purposes of reading are discussed.

Ask What does this book suggest you can find or do in a library besides take out a book?

PLAY WITH Ook the Book
PRINT

Book ID 4777 - Lissa Rovetch - Story Book - Reading level 1.6

Why it belongs: Twelve humorous rhymes invite new readers to notice the appearance and sound of written and spoken
English.

Unique contribution: It treats the book itself as a place to play with sounds, patterns, and print.

Ask What can a reader notice about words before worrying about a big plot?
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READ Read Anything Good Lately?
EVERYWHERE

Book ID 4951 - Susan Allen and Jane Lindaman - Story Book - Reading level 1.7
Why it belongs: An alphabetic reading game moves through different things to read and many places to read them.
Unique contribution: It expands reading from one library visit into a habit that can travel across daily life.

Ask What makes something worth reading if it is not a storybook?

ASK WHAT A Can | Bring Woolly to the Library, Ms. Reeder?

LIBRARY IS
FOR

Book ID 7967 - Lois G. Grambling - Story Book - Reading level 3.6
Why it belongs: A child argues that a woolly mammoth could be useful to the library and its patrons.

Unique contribution: Its absurd proposal makes library services, rules, users, and purposes discussable through
persuasion.

Ask Which reason works because it actually connects to what a library does?
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NAME THE Why Libraries Matter: A Story Long Overdue
VALUE

Book ID 4794 - Ellen Feinman Moss - Story Book
Why it belongs: A rhyming celebration focuses explicitly on the importance of libraries.
Unique contribution: It moves the set from humorous use of a library to a direct claim about why communities keep them.

Ask Which library benefit in this book matters to more than one reader?

SYNTHESIZE Book Uncle and Me (Read-Along)

Book ID 8060 - Uma Krishnaswami - Read-Along - Reading level 3.8

Why it belongs: Nine-year-old Yasmin depends on a free street-corner lending library and helps organize her community
when it is threatened.

Unique contribution: It closes by showing book access as something people may value enough to protect through
collective action.

Ask How does a place to borrow books become a community issue rather than only Yasmin's personal problem?
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Optional extensions

The Book Bandit (Graphic Novel)

Book ID 6757 - Melinda Thielbar

Why optional: A public-library geometry mystery: useful for showing that a library can also be the setting for problem
solving.

How to Read a Story

Book ID 7759 - Kate Messner

Why optional: A natural extension if this set is taught separately from How Stories Get Made.
Selection note

The core sequence is limited to six titles so each book has a distinct instructional job. Optional titles should extend the
guestion rather than merely add more books on the same topic.
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Across-the-set teaching moves

1. Name the job a book or library is doing in each title.

2. Separate reading skill from reading access: being able to read and being able to get books are different questions.
3. Track who a library serves in each book.

4. Compare playful, personal, instructional, and civic reasons for reading.

5. Ask which benefits require a shared library rather than a privately owned book.

Book-to-book connections
ABC Letters in the Library + Ook the Book

Compare the vocabulary of a reading place with playful attention to print itself.

Read Anything Good Lately? + Can | Bring Woolly to the Library, Ms. Reeder?
Compare reading as an everyday habit with a humorous argument about what a library should allow.
Why Libraries Matter + Book Uncle and Me

Compare a direct claim about library value with a story in which access becomes a community cause.

Culminating discussion

Using three books, explain three different reasons a community might care about having access to books and a library.
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Teacher look-fors

» Names a specific use or benefit rather than saying only that libraries are good.
» Distinguishes personal reading preference from public access.

» Explains how a library serves more than one kind of user.

* Uses evidence from different formats or purposes.

Existing-set duplication check
Closest existing Text Set: How Stories Get Made
What overlaps: Both sets are about books and reading.

Why this set is genuinely different: How Stories Get Made studies author choices in creating a story; this set studies
reading habits, book access, library functions, and community value.

Production note

This is the repaired post-audit edition. Final coding should preserve these title IDs and recheck live links/covers before deployment.
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