
TumbleTA	·	Text	Set

Animal	Adaptations
Camouflage,	heat,	cold,	body	regulation,	and	behavior	connect	an	animal's	traits	to	the	problem	of	survival.

6	core	books Grades	3-5 Revised	after	catalogue	audit

You	are	the	teacher.
You	know	your	students	and	what	they	need	today.	Use	what	works.	Change	what	doesn't.	Make	it	yours.

Teaching	purpose
Students	compare	several	ways	animals	survive	rather	than	treating	adaptation	as	a	list	of	unusual	traits.	The	revised	sequence
removes	the	much	harder	Animal	Snoops	title	and	keeps	the	instructional	demand	elementary:	what	feature	or	behavior	helps,	under
what	conditions,	and	how?

Recommended	grade	band
Grades	3-5

Reading	routes
Two	titles	sit	above	the	independent	range	for	this	band	and	are	marked	in	the	sequence:	Too	Hot?	Too	Cold?	as	shared	reading,
Acting	Wild	as	a	teacher	read-aloud.

The	Big	Question
How	does	a	feature	or	behavior	help	an	animal	survive?

Source	and	confidence	boundary
Core	title	IDs,	authors,	formats,	and	reading	levels	shown	here	were	rechecked	against	the	updated	Book_List.xlsx.	Descriptive	framing	was	tightened	during
this	audit;	where	the	catalogue	does	not	provide	a	reading	level,	none	is	invented.
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Before	reading
Introduce	the	causal	frame:	This	animal	has	or	does	____.	That	helps	because	____.	Require	the	second	part	so	a	trait	is	never	called
an	adaptation	without	explaining	its	function.

Core	reading	sequence

OPEN	THE	RANGE Amazing	Animals

Book	ID	8642	·	Orli	Zuravicky	·	Reading	level	4.5

Why	it	belongs:	A	broad	animal	title	provides	a	bank	of	striking	examples	before	students	sort	them	by	function.
Unique	contribution:	It	prevents	the	set	from	beginning	with	one	narrow	kind	of	adaptation.
Ask	Which	examples	seem	to	solve	the	same	survival	problem	in	different	ways?

HIDE Animals	in	Camouflage

Book	ID	4541	·	Phyllis	Limbacher	Tildes	·	Non	Fiction	·	Reading	level	3.7

Why	it	belongs:	Camouflage	gives	students	a	clear	body-feature-to-function	relationship.
Unique	contribution:	It	provides	an	accessible	causal	model:	appearance	affects	how	visible	an	animal	is.
Ask	How	does	looking	like	the	surroundings	change	an	animal's	chances	of	surviving?
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KEEP	WARM Do	Frogs	Drink	Hot	Chocolate?:	How	Animals	Keep	Warm

Book	ID	7358	·	Etta	Kaner	·	Non	Fiction	·	Reading	level	2.9

Why	it	belongs:	Cold-weather	survival	introduces	huddling,	sheltering,	insulation,	hibernation,	and	other	strategies.
Unique	contribution:	It	shifts	from	what	a	body	looks	like	to	what	an	animal	does.
Ask	Which	two	animals	solve	the	same	cold	problem	in	different	ways?

KEEP	COOL Do	Lizards	Eat	Ice	Cream?

Book	ID	7553	·	Etta	Kaner	·	Non	Fiction	·	Reading	level	3.4

Why	it	belongs:	Hot-weather	examples	include	animals	using	evaporation,	body	surfaces,	posture,	water,	shade,	and	other
strategies	to	beat	the	heat.
Unique	contribution:	It	creates	a	clean	warm-versus-cool	comparison	at	a	similar	reading	demand.
Ask	How	can	two	animals	face	the	same	heat	but	solve	the	problem	differently?
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REGULATE Too	Hot?	Too	Cold?	Keeping	Body	Temperature	Just	Right

Book	ID	6599	·	Caroline	Arnold	·	Non	Fiction	·	Reading	level	4.9	·	Shared	reading

Why	it	belongs:	Temperature	becomes	a	broader	comparison	problem	across	animals	and	conditions.
Unique	contribution:	It	adds	the	idea	that	survival	often	means	staying	within	a	workable	range,	not	simply	getting	warmer	or
cooler.
Ask	Why	can	the	same	temperature	be	a	problem	for	one	animal	and	manageable	for	another?

SYNTHESIZE Acting	Wild	(Graphic	Novel)

Book	ID	7435	·	Maria	Birmingham	·	Graphic	Novel	·	Reading	level	5.7	·	Teacher	read-aloud

Why	it	belongs:	A	graphic	format	brings	unusual	animal	behaviors	together	and	supports	cross-species	comparison.
Unique	contribution:	It	closes	by	asking	students	to	connect	behavior	to	function	across	very	different	animals.
Ask	Which	behavior	looks	strangest	until	you	explain	the	survival	problem	it	solves?
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Optional	extensions

Animal	Adaptations	(Playlist)
Book	ID	5509	·	Various	Authors

Why	optional:	A	multimedia	extension	after	students	have	learned	the	feature	->	function	->	survival	chain.

Wild	Ideas
Book	ID	7072	·	Elin	Kelsey

Why	optional:	An	extension	from	animal	problem	solving	to	the	ways	people	can	learn	from	animal	strategies.

Selection	note
The	core	sequence	is	limited	to	six	titles	so	each	book	has	a	distinct	instructional	job.	Optional	titles	should	extend	the	question
rather	than	merely	add	more	books	on	the	same	topic.
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Across-the-set	teaching	moves
1.	 Always	complete	the	chain:	feature	or	behavior	->	function	->	survival	problem.
2.	 Sort	examples	by	problem	solved:	temperature,	hiding,	food,	predators,	movement,	or	sensing.
3.	 Compare	different	animals	solving	similar	problems	in	different	ways.
4.	 Distinguish	a	body	feature	from	a	behavior	when	the	text	supports	it.
5.	 Do	not	call	every	interesting	animal	trait	an	adaptation	without	evidence	of	function.

Book-to-book	connections

Amazing	Animals	+	Animals	in	Camouflage
Move	from	a	broad	wonder	list	to	one	clearly	explained	adaptation.

Do	Frogs	Drink	Hot	Chocolate?	+	Do	Lizards	Eat	Ice	Cream?
Compare	strategies	for	surviving	cold	and	heat.

Too	Hot?	Too	Cold?	+	Acting	Wild
Move	from	one	environmental	pressure	to	a	broader	comparison	of	behaviors	and	survival	functions.

Culminating	discussion
Choose	three	animals	from	three	books.	For	each,	explain	the	survival	problem,	the	feature	or	behavior,	and	how	it	helps.
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Teacher	look-fors
States	a	causal	relationship,	not	just	a	trait.
Names	the	environmental	or	survival	problem	being	solved.
Compares	two	different	solutions	to	a	similar	problem.
Avoids	using	adaptation	as	a	synonym	for	interesting	fact.

Existing-set	duplication	check

Closest	existing	Text	Set:	Animals	Up	Close
What	overlaps:	Both	focus	closely	on	animal	bodies	and	behavior.
Why	this	set	is	genuinely	different:	Animals	Up	Close	emphasizes	observation	and	detail;	this	set	explicitly	organizes	those
details	by	survival	function	and	causal	explanation.

Production	note
This	is	the	repaired	post-audit	edition.	Final	coding	should	preserve	these	title	IDs	and	recheck	live	links/covers	before	deployment.
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